FALL 2019 


Theatre TIC presents 'Vrooommm! a NASComedy' 
in Jean Browne Theatre. 


Music by Dana P. Rowe 
Book and lyrics by John Dempsey 


NOV. 20-22, 7:30 P.M. 
NOV. 23, 2:30 P.M. AND 7:30 P.M. 
JEAN BROWNE THEATRE 


OCT. 5,2:30P.M.AND 7:30PM. 0 
JEAN BROWNE THEATRE 
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By Willian 


By Beth Graham, Charlie Tomlinson 
and Daniela Vlaskalic 


TYLER MUSEUM OF ART 


FEB. 19-21, 7:30P.M. _ 7 4 APRIL 15-18, 7:30 P.M. 


FEB. 22, 2:30 P.M. AND 7:30 P.M. APRIL 19, 2:30 P.M. 


JEAN BROWNE THEATRE Ze JEAN BROWNE THEATRE 


Beautiful people! 


Sir Isaac Newton has been credited for a 
concept that has been traced back to Bernard 
of Chartres: “If | have seen further, it is by 
standing on the shoulders of giants.” 


We in East Texas are on the cusp of greatness, 
and it is because we are standing on the 

shoulders of the caring and courageous giants 
who created our beloved Tyler Junior College. 


In 1926, under the visionary leadership 

of G.O. Clough and other champions for 
higher education, an entire community took 
a leap of faith to establish this institution, 
which continues to provide opportunities 
for thousands of students and their families 
and positively change the future of East 
Texas forever. 


The alumni base of TJC is strong and 
comprised of brilliant minds, authentic 
friendships, and a can-do spirit. | am truly 
convinced that there is no other place on 
Earth like TJC, where we call home, and 
where the collective genius of intellect and 
collective heart of care intersect for the 
betterment of humanity. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


One TJC: United in a Vision for Greatness 


The catalyst for our success and longevity 
includes the College’s Board of Trustees, our 
faculty and staff, our supportive communities, 
and our heroic students. Our ability to 
leverage the core values that we hold dear 
will lead us to One TJC, and our synergy will 
have us on the way to becoming the No. 1 
junior/community college in the country. 

Our students and communities deserve the 
very best. 


| believe in the mission of community 
colleges, and | wholeheartedly believe in 
the mission of TJC. 


Together, as One TJC, we will be unstoppable! 


Dr. Juan E/) 
President 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


MEJIA NAMED 7TH PRESIDENT OF TJC 


HIGHER LEARNING 


APACHE SPIRIT 


LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FROM 
STATE REP. MATT SCHAEFER 


FROM THE TJC BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


COMMUNITY LEADERS OFFER WORDS 
OF SUPPORT FOR DR. JUAN E. MEJIA 


TJC BY THE NUMBERS 


TJC CULTURAL ARTS DISTRICT 


By Elise Mullinix 


n July 1, Dr. Juan E. Mejia became 
the seventh president of Tyler 
Junior College. 


“TJC is a world-class, premier, and award- 
winning institution of higher learning, and 

| am honored and grateful by this privilege,” 
he said. 


A native Texan from the city of McAllen, Mejia 
completed his first postsecondary credential from 
Texas State Technical Institute, followed by his 
baccalaureate degree from Texas A&M University 
—- Corpus Christi, and his master’s and doctoral 
degrees from Texas A&M University - Kingsville. 


He joined TJC in 2013 as vice president for student 
affairs and soon after assumed the role of provost 


NAMED 
7 PRESIDENT OF TJC 


and vice president for academic and student affairs. 
Most recently, he served as president for branch 
locations and district provost. Prior to TJC, Mejia 
served as vice president for academic affairs and 
chief academic officer at South Texas College, where 
he is also recognized as a founding member of 

the institution. 


“| consider Dr. Michael Metke to be an exceptional 
leader, and | am fortunate to have him as a mentor 
and friend,’ he said. Metke recently retired as TJC 
chancellor, after serving 12 years at the College. 


Mejia added, “TJC has done a stellar job of serving 
its communities for over 93 years, and | believe 
that we are in a position to tell the story of our 
powerhouse institution at the state, national and 
global level.” 
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The Mejia era begins at TJC 

Soon after he was named lone finalist for the 
position in May 2019, Mejia began crafting his 
vision for the College, now in the role of chief 
executive officer. 


“!’m going to be very intentional about a number 
of things,’ he said. 


“First and foremost, our priority is student and 
community success, through a culture of authentic 
caring, empowerment, excellence and integrity: We 
are focused on becoming One TJC, and that will 
triangulate culture, strategy and heart.’ 


Mejia shared his personal values: He believes 
in being mission driven, in empowering people, 
in being ethical, in leaving a legacy, and in 
assuming accountability. 


“The junior/community colleges that will distinguish 
themselves will all share common ingredients, he 
said, “and these include trustees with a spot-on 
vision about what they wish to accomplish, faculty, 
staff and administrators who have a commitment 

to excellence, students who are heroes, and 
communities that are pro-education and supportive. 


“Our communities have been the cornerstone of the 
success of our institution.” 


Dr. Juan E. Mejia speaks at an event in the TJC Board Room. 


Dr. Juan E. Mejia and his wife, Meela, attend the 2019 Cattle 
Baron's Gala in Tyler. Photo credit: TYLER TODAY Magazine 


Students college-ready and TJC student-ready 

“You hear a lot about students needing to be 
college-ready when they come to us,’ he said, “but it 
is equally important that we position ourselves to be 
student-ready.” 


He added, “Throughout the years, our alumni make 
reference to how TJC made a difference in their lives 
and the lives of their families, because people at the 
College truly care.” 


Meet the family 

Meela Mejia, wife of Dr. Mejia said, “People have 
been incredibly kind, and we appreciate how 
embracing everyone has been to our family. | have 
made wonderful friends here, and Juan and | plan to 
work hard to serve our beautiful East Texas region.’ 


She added, “The kids all enjoy East Texas. The 

five boys, Oscar Eduardo, Jonathan Daniel, Juan 
Gerardo, Miguel Alejandro, and Gabriel Elijah, have 
immediately become fans of Apache Nation.” 


In addition, a few rescue pets add life to the Mejia 
household, including fearless pups, Chico Suave, 
Dr. Pepper and Bella Luna, and finicky felines, 
JoJo and Zoe. 


In their spare time, the Mejias enjoy spending time 
outdoors, either at the local firing range, paintball 
course or biking trails. 


Mejia jokes, “Our entire family enjoys distributing 
lead responsibly at some of the local gun ranges, 
and while we have not played recently because of 
an extremely busy past year, paintball is something 
that we enjoy. We also enjoy off-road biking on the 
beautiful East Texas trails and truly celebrate those 
who have dedicated time and energy to providing 
our communities with great mountain-bike trails.” 


Active in the community 

Mejia represents TJC through his service on the 
boards of the Community College Baccalaureate 
Association, the Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Tyler Economic Development Corporation, 
Leadership Tyler and the East Texas Human Needs 
Network. He is a member of the Tyler Business 
Education Council, the Tyler Area Partnership 4 
Education, the Smith County Seat Coalition and Ye 

the Lindale Music Friendly Community Designation a ~ ean | 
Se Dy ¢ 

He has previously served on the boards of the Ta ENN oN. 
National Council for Workforce Education, the Mejia family selfie: (lower, from left) Juan, Gabe, Meela, Ale, 
Texas Associate of College Technical Educators, the 49: (Standing) Jon and Eddie. 

Literacy Council of Tyler, CASA of East Texas, and 

the Tyler Innovation Pipeline. 


He closed by saying, “| look forward to serving the 
beautiful people of East Texas!” 
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From left: Mitch Andrews, TJC vice president for institutional 
advancement; Kim Lessner, vice president for marketing and 
enrollment services & chief communications officer; Sarah Van 
Cleef, TJC vice president for financial and administrative affairs 
and chief financial officer; Meela Mejia; Dr. Juan E. Mejia; and 
Patrick Willis. 


Student achievement 
begins with academics 


One of Dr. Juan Mejia’s primary objectives 
as president is to continue Tyler Junior 
College's trajectory as an academic 
powerhouse and creator of graduates 
who are equipped to continue their 
studies at a university or immediately 
enter the workforce. 


TJC is home to more than 130 degree 

and certificate programs as well as 

two bachelor’s degrees and a third 

in the development stage. TJC’s first 
baccalaureate degree program, a Bachelor 
of Science in dental hygiene, began in 
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Dr. Betsy Ott, TJC biology professor, works with students in the biology lab. 


August 2016. Its second, a Bachelor 

of Applied Technology in healthcare 
technology and medical systems, began 
January 2019. Plans are in motion for a 
third, a Bachelor of Applied Technology in 
public safety management. 


In December 2016, TJC advanced from 

a Level | institution of higher education 
to Level Il. The designation was made by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools/Commission on Colleges, which 
provides accreditation for institutions of 
higher learning. 


TJC was among the first four Texas 
junior/community colleges with a Level 

ll accreditation status, along with 
Brazosport College (located 254 miles 
from Tyler), Midland College (428 miles) 
and South Texas College (539 miles). TJC 
is the only one authorized to offer the 
Bachelor of Science degree. 


“We're proud to have the Legacy 
College designation by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board,” 
Mejia said. 
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Griselle Esparza, Spring 2019 graduate 


“It is our focus to not duplicate what 
our partner universities offer. We are 
here to meet the community's needs 
while focused on degree attainment and 
regional prosperity. That’s our real claim 
to fame.” 


As evidenced by the continued growth 

of its Presidential Honors program and 
the Rusk and TJC Promise scholarship 
initiatives, TJC is enrolling unprecedented 
numbers of high-achieving students. TJC’s 
Alpha Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society consistently ranks 
among the top chapters in the nation. 


Students are graduating from TJC 
in record numbers and going on to 
stellar futures. 


A prime example is Griselle Esparza, a 
May 2019 graduate, who was one of 
only 61 community college students 
nationwide to win the Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation’s Undergraduate Transfer 
Scholarship. 


She will receive up to $40,000 annually 
for a maximum of three years to complete 
her bachelor’s degree. 


Esparza, a biology major of Tyler, is 
originally from Monterrey, Mexico. 
At TJC, she served as vice president 


of scholarships in the Alpha Omicron 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, served as 
vice president of the Student Senate and 
was a member of the Hispanic Student 
Organization (HSO). She was one of 

50 students nationwide to be named a 
Bronze Scholar on the 2019 Coca-Cola 
Academic Team; and in 2018, she was 
named a 2018 Coca-Cola Leaders of 
Promise Scholar. 


This fall, she plans to attend Boston 
University, where she will major 
in biology. 


“| will forever be thankful for this amazing 
opportunity to continue my education, 
make my life-long visions a reality, and 
become part of the inspiring Cooke 
Scholar community,’ she said. “Tyler 
Junior College has been such a blessing in 
my life. | am so thankful for everyone at 
TJC, especially for my incredible advisors 
and professors who have given me 
endless support throughout my time as 
an Apache.” 


Advancing the community 

college mission 

The greatest blessing of the community 
college mission - providing access to 
higher education to all who seek it - can 
also be one of its challenges. 


Mejia said, “As an open institution of 
higher learning, it can be challenging — not 
only for TJC, but for other community 
colleges and for regional universities - 
because we enroll students who might 
not be as prepared academically.” 


Early College High School programs 
in the Chapel Hill and Tyler ISDs 
have been instrumental to student 
success, and the Rusk and 

TJC Promise programs have 
cultivated inroads between TJC 
and area high schools to create 
a college-going culture. 


With the Promise programs, 
students are offered an earned 


Kyle Bennett, TJC class of 2016 


path to higher education by making 
college accessible and affordable. 
Scholarship standards are based on 
student performance in high school, which 
will instill behaviors early on to ensure 
students will be successful in high school, 
college and beyond. 


TJC recently recognized its fourth class 
of scholars from the Rusk TJC Citizens 
Promise Scholarship program, which was 
established in 2014. 


In Fall 2020, TJC will welcome its 
inaugural class of TJC Promise scholars 
from the College’s six-city tax district, 
including Chapel Hill, Grand Saline, 
Lindale, Tyler, Van and Winona. 
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Research consistently shows that 

students who are engaged in campus 

life are more likely to stay in school and 
orn complete their degree than students who 


ke are not connected to the institution. 


SPIRIT 2 


Student engagement f gi an active 
fosters a sense of La A | Ey Association, a strong Honors 


Program, among the very best Phi 
community, belonging Theta Kappa Chapters with our 
By Elise Mullinix 


With more than 50 clubs and 
organizations, Tyler Junior College offers 
a variety of opportunities for students to 
get Involved outside the classroom. 


“Student engagement is vital,’ said 
TJC President Dr. Juan E. Mejia, 
"and we are so fortunate to have 

an active Student Government | 


Alpha Omicron, legacy groups like 
our Apache Band, our Apache Belles, 
12 nationally ranked athletic teams, 
amazing performing arts, and many other 
activities to keep students engaged.” 


Above and left: Students celebrate TJC Homecoming Week. 


Creating future leaders 
Student activities can also be a training 
ground for future leaders. 


Brooks Melton came to TJC with his 
political aspirations fully formed. 


“I’ve always been kind of politically 
inclined, so | wanted to find an avenue to 
express that at TJC,” he said. “Everyone 
said | needed to get involved in Student 
Senate. | didn’t know anything about it, 
but | showed up at the first meeting and 
attended regularly after that.” 


Melton, a mechanical engineering major 
from Tyler, was soon appointed sergeant- 
at-arms and was elected senate president 
for the 2019-2020 academic year. He 
was also elected to serve as this year’s 
president of the Texas Junior College 
Student Government Association. 


“Getting involved on campus has given 
me a drive and motivation to not only be 


better in my academic career but in my 
life overall,’ he said. 


After graduating from TJC, Melton 

plans to transfer to either Texas A&M 
University or Southern Methodist 
University. Eventually, he hopes to work 
in the energy sector and enter politics. 


He said TJC has also expanded his 
world view. 


“Being brought up in the bubble that | 
was, in a private Christian school, this was 
a learning experience,’ he said. “Coming 
to TJC, I’ve been exposed to a wider array 
of beliefs. What I’ve really learned is how 
to work with others who see the world 
through a different lens than | do. 


“That's been one of the biggest blessings: 
to be able to walk in different people’s 
shoes and to see the world from how 
they see it. | may not necessarily agree 
with them, but | can certainly see where 
they're coming from.’ 


As Student Senate president, Melton will 
also be interacting fairly frequently with 
TJC’s new president, Dr. Juan E. Mejia. 


TJC Student Senate President Brooks Melton with 
Dr. Juan E. Mejia. 


“My first interaction with Dr. Mejia was 
in a meeting of our Student Senate 
executive board last year,’ he said. “He 
came in and greeted all of us and was 
very inquisitive. He wanted to know 

all about us and what our majors and 
hometowns were. By the questions he 
was asking, | could tell that he cared and 
was very interested in us.” 


Then, something unexpected happened. 


“During the meeting, | noticed he didn’t 
do a lot of talking but rather he let us do 
the talking,” Melton said. “While we were 
discussing concerns that TJC students 
had, he was just taking notes. The biggest 
thing that impressed me was that not 
only did he listen and take notes, we got 
results from those meetings as well. He 
followed up. That was a big thing.” 


Taking student involvement to scale 
Lately, Mejia has been taking notes on 
how to take what is already working 

and expand it so that more students 
become involved, included and ultimately 
successful. 


“In addition to our legacy groups and 
athletic programs we have that are very 
strong, how do we take that to scale so 
that every student feels that they have 
a connection to the college in some 
capacity?” Mejia asked. 


“Theoretically, every student should have 
something that connects them to the 
College in some way. When we find a way 
to connect every student to something on 
campus, that will be the innovation. 


“We're going to need to see champions 
come from within the College to say, ‘I’ve 
got an idea that’s not going to be the 
same as what is.’ It’s the reinventing of the 
College to be everything we 

can be.” 


Le 


Strong enrollment and student success 


add $2.6 million in state funding to TJC 


By State Rep. Matt Schaefer 


The simple truth is that Tyler Junior 
College, and community colleges around 
Texas, provide a better return on taxpayer 
investment than many alternatives. We 
worked hard to make sure that fact was 
recognized in Austin. | am happy to report 
that the 86th Legislative Session was a 
good one for TJC. 


The state budget provides significant 
new funding for community colleges. 
TJC received an increase of $2.6 million 


2. 


(7.82%) for a total appropriation of 
more than $36 million for the 2020-21 
biennium. 


Results matter, especially in education. 
TJC has welcomed a funding model that 
directly incentives academic completion. 
This session, we granted the request of 
the Texas Association of 
Community Colleges to 
add greater emphasis on 
outcomes-based funding. 
Therefore, in addition to 
increased core operations 
funding, TJC will benefit 
from its long track record 
of “getting it done’ in the 
classroom. 


Losing academic credit when transferring 
to four-year schools remains a costly 
problem for students. We made progress 
toward a solution with the passage of 
Senate Bill 25, which | was happy to 
co-sponsor. The bill contains multiple 
measures to improve transfer pathways 
and reduce excess credit hours. This is a 
win for students and taxpayers. 


Likewise, we passed legislation to help 
focus the efforts of dual credit students 
with at least 15 credit hours by requiring 
them to file a degree plan. Through better 
advising, dual credit students will be less 


TIC will benefit 
from its long 
track record of 
“getting it done” 
in the classroom. 


likely to take courses unrelated to their 
degree, thereby saving time and money. 


The mission to provide skills training for 
careers that don't require a four-year 
degree got a boost of $44.8 million. 
The Skills Development Fund helps 
community colleges provide customized 
job-training programs 

for businesses to train 
new workers or upgrade 
the skills of the existing 
workforce. 


It is a high honor to 
represent Tyler Junior 
College in the Texas 
Legislature, and it's easy to 
make our case when TJC’s 
long history of excellence speaks for itself. 


| am grateful for the counsel and 
leadership provided by Dr. Mike Metke, 
which | am confident will continue under 
Dr. Juan E. Mejia, who already has a stellar 
reputation statewide. 


State Rep. Matt Schaefer is a sixth-generation 
Texan and was first elected to the Texas House of 
Representatives, House District 6 in 2012. He also 
serves as a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy 
Reserve and is self-employed in real estate and law. 
He and his wife, Jasilyn, and their two children are 
proud to call Tyler their home. 


Front, from left: Mike Coker, TJC board président; Dr Juan E. Mejia, TJC president; Rohn Boone, board first vice president; second row, Clint Roxburgh; 
Lonny Uzzell; Dr. Joe Prud'homme; David Hudson; Peggy Wagstaff Smith, board second vice president; and JohnHills. Not pictured is Ann W. Brookshire. 


Community leaders offer | messages 
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in support of Dr. Juan E. Mejia 


Since he arrived six years ago, Mejia has represented TJC 
through community partnerships and in service to others 


“Dr. Mejia comes to this 
position with tremendous 
experience, much good will, 

J and a genuine commitment 

Y tothe students, faculty, and 
staff of Tyler Junior College. He 
brings hope and enthusiasm to 
all of his endeavors. | respect him as a policy 
advisor and trust him as a friend. TJC has 
been placed in good hands, and we all will be 
lending our support.’ 


Senator Bryan Hughes 
Texas Senator 
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“As the only academic 
medical center in 
East Texas, UT Health 
Science Tyler is proud 
to work closely with TJC. We have a great 
history and special relationship with Juan, 
and we are very happy and excited with 

his selection. Higher education and the 
community will benefit immensely from 

his leadership.’ 


Dr. Kirk Calhoun 


President, The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Tyler 


Health 


he University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Tyler 


“The University of Texas at 
Tyler and Tyler Junior College 
have a strong history. As 
the region's most impactful 
educational partnership, 
tens of thousands of East Texans call 

both institutions their alma mater. We are 
delighted that the TJC Board selected Dr. 
Mejia to lead this fine organization, and we 
look forward to expanding our partnership 
for years to come.’ 


Dr. Michael Tidwell 
President, The University of Texas at Tyler 


@ “Dr. Juan Mejia is one 

of the most influential 
leaders | have had the 
opportunity to connect with. 
His passion for education 
and community involvement shows that he 
truly cares about Tyler’s students. With all 
Dr. Mejia has accomplished, he is a great 
example of what you can achieve with hard 
work and dedication. Dr. Mejia has shown 
the community he is dedicated to the 
betterment of the students of TJC. He values 
the importance of education and will lead 

by example; not just to TJC students but to 
all students who will hear his story or have 
the opportunity to meet him. As an alumna 
of Tyler Junior College, | am excited for its 
future and its students under the leadership 
of Dr. Mejia.’ 


Karina Macedo 
Hispanic Professionals Association of Tyler 


HISPANI 
PROFESSIONALS 
ASSOCIATION Free 


“| cannot be more impressed 
jinn with how Dr. Mejia has made 
rN such a great impact in this 
y community in his relatively 

brief time here. It is rare and 

impressive for a person to 

influence such substantial 
outcomes in the institution where they work 
in such a short period. I’ve also seen him be 
tremendously engaged in the community, 
being a catalyst for profound waves of 
positive change through other organizations 
such as Leadership Tyler, Tyler Business 
Education Council, East Texas Leadership 
Summit and many more.’ 


Brian Brandt 
CEO, Core Insights 


“Since arriving at Tyler 
Junior College, Dr. Mejia 
has been immediately 
involved in the community 
and helping to make the 
Tyler/Smith County a 
more successful area in many ways. Juan 

is currently serving on both the Chamber 
and Business Education Council boards and 
has made impactful contributions to both 
organizations. | look forward to working with 
him in his new role at TJC. He is a special 
individual and | am proud to have him as a 
friend.” 


Area Chamber 


of Commerce 


Henry Bell 
COO, Tyler Chamber of Commerce 


MentoringMinds’ “Dr. Mejia’s 
Critical Thinking for life!’ Commitment to 
education stretches 
beyond the students at TJC, it extends to 
the entire community. His tireless energy, 
humility, and compassion, along with his 
excellent leadership abilities, will meet the 
demands of a fast-paced and ever-changing 
future.” 


Michael and Lisa Lujan 
Co-founders, Mentoring Minds 


( © “Dr. Mejia is an asset to our 
community. His wisdom, 
A IS PAN IC motivation and shared 
BUSINESS ALLIANC 5 ° 
passion for education have 
helped to shape and enhance Tyler and the 
East Texas region. He continues to pioneer 
and serve as a role model for current and 
future leaders. We are truly ecstatic about 


the coming years of Dr. Mejia’s leadership at 
Tyler Junior College.’ 


Nancy Rangel 
President/CEO Tyler Hispanic Business Alliance 


“| believe that Dr. Mejia is 

an excellent selection for 

the presidency. He has a 
demonstrated record of 
collaboration, support of 
educational initiatives and 
student engagement. We have worked well 
over the years, and | look forward to future 
endeavors.” 


Dr. Dwight Fennell 
President, Texas College 


“Dr. Mejia brings to his 
presidency a broad perspective, 
with his history at TJC and 
experience from larger 
campuses in other regions. 
His disciplined, methodical 
leadership will position the institution for 
steady, deliberate growth that will benefit 
its graduates and Tyler as a whole for 
many generations. His humble, authentic 
demeanor, quick wit and humor make him 
approachable and engaging to his staff, 
faculty, students and community leaders, 
alike. We are truly blessed to have him lead 
us into the next successful decade at Tyler 
Junior College. Congratulations, President 
Mejia!” 


Amy McCullough 
Presiding Judge, City of Tyler Municipal Court 


CITY OF 


TYEER 


“Dr. Mejia is the perfect choice 
to be the next leader for TJC. 
His passion and love for this 
community is second to none. 
And, his steadiness in demeanor 
and vision makes him perfectly 
suited to give TJC a firm footing to continue 
its present successes and exceed those 
successes by a wide margin. Having earned 
the admiration of the students and respect of 
the faculty, the sky is the limit for Dr. Mejia 
and for TJC under his leadership.” 


Nathaniel Moran 
Smith County Judge 


“Dr Juan Mejia has been a 

valuable resource to the Tyler 

> ‘ass Area Chamber of Commerce 

Economic QNd the Tyler Economic 
Development Council fe 

Development Council over 
the past several years. We are 

looking forward to continuing our interaction 

with him as president of TJC.” 


Tom Mullins 
President/CEO 
Tyler Economic Development Council 
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— “Dr. Mejia has the heart and 
NY 
(e Dy mind of a servant leader. He 
> am has been actively engaged 
nereomerttoans (Serving the East Texas 
community from the moment 
he arrived. | simply cannot think of a better 
person to lead TJC into the future. He is not 
only an asset to TJC and East Texas but a 
shining example of how to lead with passion 
and purpose.’ 


Shannon Dacus 
Board Chair, Tyler Economic Development 
Council 


“Dr. Mejia has a track record of 
strong leadership, commitment 
to innovation and support of 
public-private partnerships 

that make Tyler so unique and 
SO prosperous. His service as 
part of the Innovation Pipeline Board, Tyler’s 
first makerspace, has been integral to the 
operation’s success. He will be a tremendous 
asset to TJC as president, just as he continues 
to be an asset to the entire East Texas 
community.” 


CITY OF 


TYEER 


Martin Heines 
Mayor, City of Tyler 
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Strong Enrollment — _ Student Types 


TJC's enrollment has risen nearly 12 percent since 2015, 
to a total of 12,270 students enrolled in Fall 2018. 


TJC assists students at every 

point in their college journey. 
New 

® Continuing/Returning 

@ Early Enrollment 


; > Higher Incoming GPA 
2015 2016 2017 2018 ‘ Average high school GPA 
7 of incoming freshmen is 3.3. 


Majors 


More of our students are pursuing careers 
in healthcare professions than any other field. 


Healthcare Professions 
General Studies 

Public Service 

Science & Technology 
Business & Entrepreneurship 


Creative Communications 


| Manufacturing, 
Transportation & Industry 


Student Goals 


TJC focuses on helping students achieve their unique goals, student populatic 
whether they choose to go directly into the workforce comes from smith, 
or pursue additional education after graduation. Cherokee, Van Zandt, 


Workforce Transfer 
Degrees Majors 


WHERE 
YOUR 
FUTURE 
LOOKS 
~ BRIGHT — 


| 2 
A TJC degree in Physics develops your ability to 
contribute to innovative, real-world applications, 
preparing you for a multitude of medical-related, 
technology and engineering fields. Get started on 
your future at TJ lu/physics . 
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